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WASHINGTON (AP) — Antilock brakes could help 
motorcycle riders avoid fatal crashes, according to a 
study by the insurance industry. 
 
The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety said 
Wednesday that the fatal crash rate involving 
motorcycles equipped with optional antilock brakes, 
or ABS, was 38 percent lower than the rate involving 
similar motorcycles without the systems. 
 
Antilock brakes, like their counterparts on cars and 
trucks, help motorcycle riders stop their bikes 
abruptly without locking up the wheels or fishtailing. 
The system evaluates the brake pressure multiple 
times per second, allowing motorcycle riders to fully 
brake both wheels in an emergency situation and 
avoid hitting the pavement. 
 
Antilocks are more typically found on touring bikes 
and have been available on a limited number of 
motorcycles since BMW AG introduced ABS on the 
K100 in 1988. 
 
"Even though adding antilocks won't make 
motorcycling as safe as going by car, it's something 
manufacturers can do to reduce the risk of traveling 
on two wheels instead of four," said Adrian Lund, 
president of the Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety. 
 
Rob Dingman, president and CEO of the American 
Motorcyclist Association, said the study shows the 
potential of antilock brakes, but it also underscores 
the need for a "long-overdue" federal study of the 
causes of motorcycle crashes. 
 
"Our members would welcome an ABS option on 
more models, but there must be a broader strategy 
to reduce motorcycle accidents and fatalities that 
includes increased education and motorist 
awareness," Dingman said. 
 
Safety officials have been concerned about a steady 
rise in motorcycle deaths. More than 5,100 
motorcyclists died in 2007, compared with 2,294 
fatalities in 1998. The deaths have climbed as 
vehicle miles traveled have grown by more than 20 
percent during the period and motorcycle 
registrations have surpassed 6 million, compared 
with 3.8 million in 1998. 
 
In the report, researchers studied eight motorcycles 
that offer antilock brakes as an option. They found 
there were 6.6 fatal crashes per 10,000 registered 

motorcycles without antilocks in 2005-2006. The rate 
for the same bikes equipped with antilocks was 4.1, 
or 38 percent lower, during the same period. 
 
In a second study, the IIHS found that antilock 
brakes appeared to reduce collision claims — 
insurance losses were 21 percent lower for 
motorcycles with antilock brakes compared with 
similar motorcycles without the equipment. The 
findings were based on a data set of 72,000 insured 
years of 2003-2007 model year Honda, Suzuki, 
Triumph and Yamaha bikes. 
 
IIHS said antilocks were standard or optional 
equipment on about 40 motorcycles from the 2008 
model year; top manufacturers include BMW, 
Harley-Davidson Inc., and Honda Motor Co. 
 
ABS typically adds about $1,000 or more to the cost 
of a motorcycle. 
 
Ty van Hooydonk, the Motorcycle Industry Council's 
director of product communications, said ABS can 
be effective for some riders but it depends on factors 
such as road conditions, skill level and the type of 
riding involved. 
 
"For a number of experienced enthusiasts out there, 
they're able to stop with a non-ABS motorcycle 
quicker than they are with an ABS-equipped 
motorcycle," van Hooydonk said. "It's all very 
situational." 
 
Ray Zimmerman, executive director of the BMW 
Motorcycle Owners of America, said ABS could be 
very valuable when trying to bring a bike to a stop on 
slick and icy roads. 
 
Zimmerman, of Ellisville, Mo., said he has been 
riding motorcycles for more than four decades and 
logged nearly 250,000 miles on BMW motorcycles. 
His ABS system has come in handy on two 
occasions, and he's glad he had it. 
 
"You keep a bike from swerving out of control one 
time, and it's worth (it)," he said. 
On the Net: 
 
    * Insurance Institute for Highway Safety: 
http://www.iihs.org/ 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


